ISM 



United States B\tent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Addiew: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
P.O.Box 1430 

Ataandri*. Vagina 12313-1430 
wwvi.tnpto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/539,193 



03/30/2000 



Roger K.. Brooks 



I9838-000830US 



8635 



20350 7590 05/13/2003 

TOWNSEND AND TOWNSEND AND CREW, LLP 
TWO EMBARCADERO CENTER 
EIGHTH FLOOR 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111-3834 



EXAMINER 



LAFORGIA, CHRISTIAN A 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2155 

DATE MAILED: 05/13/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



m 

Application No. Applicant(s) 
09/539,193 BROOKS ET AL. 

Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/539,193 


Applicant(s) 
BROOKS ET AL 


examiner 

Christian La Forgia 


Art Unit 
2155 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■ 
Period for Reply 
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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed on 1 5 April 2003 is noted and made of record. 

2. Claims 1 through 42 are presented for examination. 

3. Claims 6, 15, and 19 through 26 are cancelled, as per applicant's request. 

Drawings 

4. The informal drawings filed in this application are acceptable for examination purposes. 
When the application is allowed, applicant will be required to submit new formal drawings. 

5. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside 
the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 

1. Correction of Informalities 37 CFR 1.85 

New corrected drawings must be filed with the changes incorporated therein. Identifying 
indicia, if provided, should include the title of the invention, inventor's name, and 
application number, or docket number (if any) if an application number has not been 
assigned to the application. If this information is provided, it must be placed on the front 
of each sheet and centered within the top margin. If corrected drawings are required in a 
Notice of Allowability (PTOL-37), the new drawings MUST be filed within the THREE 
MONTH shortened statutory period set for reply in the "Notice of Allowability." 
Extensions of time may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 for filing 
the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability. The drawings 
should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official 
Draftsperson. 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO-948. 

All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted by the Draftsperson, MUST 
be made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted (preferably red 
ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated into the new drawings MUST be approved 
by the examiner before the application will be allowed. No changes will be permitted to 
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be made, other than correction of informalities, unless the examiner has approved the 
proposed changes. 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit acceptable corrected drawings within the time period set in the 
Office action. See 37 CFR 1.185(a). Failure to take corrective action within the set (or 
extended) period will result in ABANDONMENT of the application. 



6. The attempt to incorporate subject matter into this application by reference to U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 09/539,193 (Attorney Docket Number 19838-000830) is improper 
because it is referring to the instant application. 

7. The use of the trademark Microsoft, Real Networks, Athlon, Pentium III, Windows CE, 
Palm OS, Palm VII, Windows NT, Intel, PII (aka Pentium II), and Win98 (aka Windows 98) has 
been noted in this application. It should be capitalized wherever it appears and be accompanied 
by the generic terminology. 

8. Although the use of trademarks is permissible in patent applications, the proprietary 
nature of the marks should be respected and every effort made to prevent their use in any manner 
which might adversely affect their validity as trademarks. 



9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Specification 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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1 0. Claims 1 , 4, 5, 7 through 1 4, 1 6 through 1 8, 27, and 30 through 42 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by United States Patent No. 6,043,837 to Driscoll, Jr. et al. 
(hereinafter Driscoll). 

11. As per claim 1 , Driscoll teaches a system for transferring real time video information 
from a source device to one of a plurality of output devices, the system comprising: 

12. an image capturing device for the acquiring of video information (Figures 1 , 2a, 2b, 4 
[block 405], 8 [blocks 810, 820], 9; column 2, line 48 to column 3, line 33), the image capturing 
device comprising: 

a processor (Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4 [block 405], 8 [blocks 810, 820], 9; column 2, 
line 48 to column 3, line 33; inherent to a panoramic camera, see United States Patent 
No. 6,192,196); 

a graphics module coupled to the processor (Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4 [block 405], 8 
[blocks 810, 820], 9; column 2, line 48 to column 3, line 33; inherent to a panoramic 
camera, see United States Patent No. 6,192,196); 

a packetizing portion coupled to the processor (Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4 [block 402], 8 
[blocks 810, 820], 9; column 2, line 48 to column 3, line 33); 

the packetizing portion being adapted to convert the video information into a 
packetized stream of information (Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4 [block 402], 8 [blocks 810, 820], 9; 
column 2, line 48 to column 3, line 33); 

the packetized stream of information being in a first format (Figures 1 , 2a, 2b, 4 
[block 402], 8 [blocks 810, 820], 9; column 2, line 48 to column 3, line 33; column 3, line 
55 to column 4, line 54); and, 
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an output device coupled to the processor for transferring the packetized stream of 
information to a network (Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4 [block 402], 8 [blocks 810, 820], 9; column 
3, lines 19-33); 

13. a network gateway coupled to the image capturing device through the network, the 
network being coupled to a worldwide network of computers (Figures 4 [blocks 400, 490], 6; 
column 3, line 55 to column 4, line 16; column 4, lines 41-54), the network gateway comprising: 

a gateway transcoding device for converting the packetized stream of information 
from the first format to a second format (Figures 4 [blocks 440, 443, 447], 6; column 3, 
line 63 to column 4, line 16; column 4, lines 18-54; column 5, lines 7-15); 

the network gateway also comprising a packetizing portion for transferring the 
packetized streams of information in the second format to the network (Figures 4 [blocks 
460, 463], 5, 6; column 4, lines 18-54); and, 

14. a display device coupled to the network gateway through the world wide network of 
computers (Figures 4 [blocks 448, 495, 497], 5, 6; column 3, lines 35-53; column 4, lines 36-54), 
the display device comprising: 

a display device for converting the packetized stream of information into video 
information for display (Figures 4 [blocks 448, 495, 497], 5, 6 [block 670], 7 [blocks 750, 
760, 770], 8 [blocks 851, 840, 890], 9 [block 955]; column 3, lines 35-53; column 4, lines 
36-54; column 7, lines 13-63); 

the display device also comprising a display for displaying the video information 
on the display device (Figures 4 [blocks 448, 495, 497], 5, 6 [block 670], 7 [blocks 750, 
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760, 770], 8 [blocks 851, 840, 890], 9 [block 955]; column 3, lines 35-53; column 4, lines 
36-54; column 6, lines 16-60; column 7, lines 13-63). 

15. a browsing device coupled to the processor (Figures 4 [blocks 448, 495, 497], 5, 6 [block 
670], 7 [blocks 750, 760, 770], 8 [blocks 851, 840, 890], 9 [block 955]; column 3, lines 35-53; 
column 4, lines 36-54; column 6, lines 16-60; column 7, lines 13-63); 

16. wherein the first format is selected from the group consisting of MPEG- 1 , MPEG-2, 
MPEG-4, H.263, M-JPEG, M-GIF, ACELP, MP1, MP2, MP3, and G.723.1 (column 2, line 53 to 
column 3, line 33; column 4, lines 18-54). See MPEP 904.01(b) for a further discussion on art 
related equivalents. 

17. Concerning claim 4, Driscoll teaches wherein the display device is selected from one of a 
plurality of devices including a portable computer, a laptop computer, a personal digital assistant, 
a web appliance, a personal computer, and a workstation (Figure 4 [blocks 495, 497]; column 4, 
lines 18-54; column 6, lines 36-53). 

1 8. With regards to claim 5, Driscoll teaches wherein the first format is different in type from 
the second format (Figures 4 [blocks 440, 443, 447], 6 [block 620]; column 4, lines 18-54; 
column 5, lines 16-29). 

19. Regarding claim 7, Driscoll teaches wherein the second format is selected from the group 
consisting of MPEG-1, MPEG-2, MPEG-4, H.263, M-JPEG, M-GIF, ACELP, MP1, MP2, MP3, 
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and G.723.1 (column 2, line 53 to column 3, line 33; column 4, lines 18-54). See MPEP 
904.01(b) for a further discussion on art related equivalents. 

20. Regarding claim 8, Driscoll teaches wherein the image capturing device is a video 
camera (Figure 4 [block 405]; column 3, lines 10-33. column 3, line 46 to column 4, line 54). 

21 . Concerning claim 9, Driscoll teaches wherein the network gateway comprises a lookup 
table (Figure 4 [blocks 440, 443, 447, 450, 453], 7 [block 730]; column 7, lines 13-27). 

22. With regards to claim 1 0, Driscoll teaches wherein the image capturing device is coupled 
to a personal computer that is coupled via a wireless medium to the network (Figure 8 [block 
810, 820, 890]; column 8, lines 18-45). 

23. As per claim 1 1 , Driscoll teaches a system for personal broadcasting to a mobile display 
device comprises: 

24. a processor (Figure 4; column 3, lines 1 1-33); and, 

25. a personal broadcasting server coupled to the processor and coupled to a wide area 
network of computers comprising: 

an image retrieval portion configured to retrieve incoming video signals in a first 
format (Figure 4 [block 410]; column 3, lines 35-53); 
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a look up table coupled to the personal broadcasting web site for determining 
parameters for a second format for the incoming video signals (Figure 4 [blocks 440, 443 , 
447, 450, 453], 7 [block 730]; column 7, lines 13-27); and, 

a transcoding module coupled to the image retrieval portion and to the look up 
table, the transcoding module configured to convert the incoming video signal from the 
first format into the second format in response to the parameters (Figures 4 [blocks 440, 
443, 447], 6 [block 620]; column 4, lines 18-54; column 5, lines 16-29); 

wherein the second format is more appropriate for the mobile display device than 
the first format (Figures 4 [blocks 440, 443, 447], 6 [block 620]; column 4, lines 18-54; 
column 5, lines 16-29); 

wherein the first format is selected from the group consisting of MPEG- 1, MPEG- 
2, MPEG-4, H.263, M-JPEG, M-GIF, ACELP, MP1, MP2, MP3, and G.723.1 (column 2, 
line 53 to column 3, line 33; column 4, lines 18-54). See MPEP 904.01(b) for a further 
discussion on art related equivalents. 

26. Regarding claim 12, Driscoll teaches wherein the image retrieval portion is configured to 
receive the incoming video signals from a video camera (Figure 4 [block 405]; column 3, lines 
10-33. column 3, line 46 to column 4, line 54). 

27. With regards to claim 13, Driscoll teaches wherein the image retrieval portion is 
configured to receive the incoming video signals from a data file (Figure 4 [block 430]; column 
3, line 35 to column 4, line 15). 
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28. Regarding claim 14, Driscoll teaches wherein the second format is compressed (column 
4, lines 36-54). 

29. Regarding claim 16, Driscoll teaches wherein the first format is selected from the group 
consisting of MPEG- 1, MPEG-2, MPEG-4, H.263, M-JPEG, M-GIF, ACELP, MP1, MP2, MP3, 
and G.723.1 (column 2, line 53 to column 3, line 33; column 4, lines 18-54). See MPEP 
904.01(b) for a further discussion on art related equivalents. 

30. Concerning claim 1 7, Driscoll teaches wherein the parameters from the look up table 
includes pixel bit-depth data (Figure 4 [blocks 440, 443, 447, 450, 453], 7 [block 730]; column 7, 
lines 13 to column 8, line 15). 

3 1 . Regarding claim 1 8, Driscoll teaches wherein the parameters from the look up table 
includes frame rate data (Figure 4 [blocks 440, 443, 447, 450, 453], 7 [block 730]; column 7, 
lines 13 to column 8, line 15). 

32. As per claim 27, Driscoll teaches a system for transferring real time video information 
from a source device to one of a plurality of output devices, the system comprising: 

33. an image capturing device for the acquiring of video information (Figures 1 , 2a, 2b, 4 
[block 405], 8 [blocks 810, 820], 9; column 2, line 48 to column 3, line 33), the image capturing 
device comprising: 
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a processor (Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4 [block 405], 8 [blocks 810, 820], 9; column 2, 
line 48 to column 3, line 33; inherent to a panoramic camera, see United States Patent 
No. 6,192,196); 

a graphics module coupled to the processor (Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4 [block 405], 8 
[blocks 810, 820], 9; column 2, line 48 to column 3, line 33; inherent to a panoramic 
camera, see United States Patent No. 6,192,196); 

a packetizing portion coupled to the processor (Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4 [block 402], 8 
[blocks 810, 820], 9; column 2, line 48 to column 3, line 33); 

the packetizing portion being adapted to convert the video information into a 
packetized stream of information (Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4 [block 402], 8 [blocks 810, 820], 9; 
column 2, line 48 to column 3, line 33); 

the packetized stream of information being in a first format (Figures 1 , 2a, 2b, 4 
[block 402], 8 [blocks 810, 820], 9; column 2, line 48 to column 3, line 33; column 3, line 
55 to column 4, line 54); and, 

an output device coupled to the processor for transferring the packetized stream of 
information to a network (Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4 [block 402], 8 [blocks 810, 820], 9; column 
3, lines 19-33); 

34. a network gateway coupled to the image capturing device through the network, the 
network being coupled to a worldwide network of computers (Figures 4 [blocks 400, 490], 6; 
column 3, line 55 to column 4, line 16; column 4, lines 41-54), the network gateway comprising: 
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a gateway transcoding device for converting the packetized stream of information 
from the first format to a second format (Figures 4 [blocks 440, 443, 447], 6; column 3, 
line 63 to column 4, line 16; column 4, lines 18-54; column 5, lines 7-15); 

the network gateway also comprising a packetizing portion for transferring the 
packetized streams of information in the second format to the network (Figures 4 [blocks 
460, 463], 5, 6; column 4, lines 18-54); and, 

35. a display device coupled to the network gateway through the world wide network of 
computers (Figures 4 [blocks 448, 495, 497], 5, 6; column 3, lines 35-53; column 4, lines 36-54), 
the display device comprising: 

a display device for converting the packetized stream of information into video 
information for display (Figures 4 [blocks 448, 495, 497], 5, 6 [block 670], 7 [blocks 750, 
760, 770], 8 [blocks 851, 840, 890], 9 [block 955]; column 3, lines 35-53; column 4, lines 
36-54; column 7, lines 13-63); 

the display device also comprising a display for displaying the video information 
on the display device (Figures 4 [blocks 448, 495, 497], 5, 6 [block 670], 7 [blocks 750, 
760, 770], 8 [blocks 851, 840, 890], 9 [block 955]; column 3, lines 35-53; column 4, lines 
36-54; column 6, lines 16-60; column 7, lines 13-63). 

36. a browsing device coupled to the processor (Figures 4 [blocks 448, 495, 497], 5, 6 [block 
670], 7 [blocks 750, 760, 770], 8 [blocks 851, 840, 890], 9 [block 955]; column 3, lines 35-53; 
column 4, lines 36-54; column 6, lines 16-60; column 7, lines 13-63); 

37. wherein the second format is selected from the group consisting of MPEG- 1, MPEG-2, 
MPEG-4, H.263, M-JPEG, M-GIF, ACELP, MP1, MP2, MP3, and G.723.1 (column 2, line 53 to 
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column 3, line 33; column 4, lines 18-54). See MPEP 904.01(b) for a further discussion on art 
related equivalents. 

38. Claims 30 and 31 are rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 

39. Regarding claim 32, Driscoll teaches wherein the first format is selected from the group 
consisting of MPEG- 1, MPEG-2, MPEG-4, H.263, M-JPEG, M-GIF, ACELP, MP1, MP2, MP3, 
and G.723.1 (column 2, line 53 to column 3, line 33; column 4, lines 18-54). See MPEP 
904.01(b) for a further discussion on art related equivalents. 

40. Claims 33 through 35 are rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 

41 . As per claim 36, Driscoll teaches a system for personal broadcasting to a mobile display 
device comprises: 

42. a processor (Figure 4; column 3, lines 1 1-33); and, 

43. a personal broadcasting server coupled to the processor and coupled to a wide area 
network of computers comprising: 

an image retrieval portion configured to retrieve incoming video signals in a first 
format (Figure 4 [block 410]; column 3, lines 35-53); 

a look up table coupled to the personal broadcasting web site for determining 
parameters for a second format for the incoming video signals (Figure 4 [blocks 440, 443, 
447, 450, 453], 7 [block 730]; column 7, lines 13-27); and, 



• # 
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a transcoding module coupled to the image retrieval portion and to the look up 
table, the transcoding module configured to convert the incoming video signal from the 
first format into the second format in response to the parameters (Figures 4 [blocks 440, 
443, 447], 6 [block 620]; column 4, lines 18-54; column 5, lines 16-29); 

wherein the second format is more appropriate for the mobile display device than 
the first format (Figures 4 [blocks 440, 443, 447], 6 [block 620]; column 4, lines 18-54; 
column 5, lines 16-29); 

wherein the second format is selected from the group consisting of MPEG- 1, 
MPEG-2, MPEG-4, H.263, M-JPEG, M-GIF, ACELP, MP1, MP2, MP3, and G.723.1 
(column 2, line 53 to column 3, line 33; column 4, lines 18-54). See MPEP 904.01(b) for 
a further discussion on art related equivalents. 

44. Claims 37 through 39 are rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 

45. Regarding claim 40, Driscoll teaches wherein the first format is selected from the group 
consisting of MPEG- 1, MPEG-2, MPEG-4, H.263, M-JPEG, M-GIF, ACELP, MP1, MP2, MP3, 
and G.723.1 (column 2, line 53 to column 3, line 33; column 4, lines 18-54). See MPEP 
904.01(b) for a further discussion on art related equivalents. 



46. Claims 41 and 42 are rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 





Application/Control Number: 09/539,193 
Art Unit: 2155 



Page 14 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



47. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

48. Claims 2 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Driscoll 
in lieu of obviousness. 

49. Regarding claim 2, Driscoll does not teach wherein the packetized stream of information 
in the first format is compressed, but it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to compress the first formatted stream of data. One would be 
motivated to compress this stream of data as it would allow images to be transferred quickly, 
thus allowing converting and further rendering to be handled quicker. The motivation for this 
can explicitly be found in column 4, lines 19-33 of the Driscoll patent. See In re Rose, 220 F.2d 
459, 463, 105 USPQ 237, 240 (CCPA 1955). 

50. Claim 28 is rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 

5 1 . Claims 3 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Driscoll 
in view of United States Patent No. 5,923,384 to Enomoto et al., (hereinafter Enomoto). 

52. With regards to claim 3, Driscoll does not teach wherein the display device is coupled to 
a wireless network, the wireless network being coupled to the worldwide network of computers. 
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53. Enomoto teaches wherein the display device is coupled to a wireless network, the 
wireless network being coupled to the worldwide network of computers (Figure 7 [blocks 50, 
500]; column 15, lines 32-45). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the server of Driscoll so that it incorporated the 
wireless capabilities of Enomoto ergo enabling wireless access. One would be motivated to 
modify the server because it would enable more users to access the system, as well as implement 
video conferencing, as seen in column 8 of Driscoll. See In re Lindberg, 194 F.2d 732, 735, 93 
USPQ 23,26 (CCPA 1952). 

54. Claim 29 is rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 



55. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

56. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to a 
system for broadcasting information via a wide area network, such as: 

United States Patent No. 6,037,991 to Thro et al., which is cited to show how to transmit 
video over a communication system. 

United States Patent No. 6,064,437 to Phan et al., which is cited to show a method for 
transmitting video in a wireless network. 

United States Patent No. 6,278,739 to Enomoto et al., which is cited to show a method to 
transmit audio and video in a wireless network. 



Conclusion 
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United States Patent No. 6,219,089 to Driscoll, Jr. et al., which is cited to show how to 
broadcast video. 

United States Patent No. 6,539,547 to Driscoll, Jr. et al., which is cited to show how to 
broadcast video. 

57. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christian La Forgia whose telephone number is (703) 305-7704. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 7-5. 

58. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (703) 305-9648. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7240 for regular 
communications and (703) 746-7239 for After Final communications. 

59. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



Christian LaForgia 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2155 
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May 9, 2003 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




